And they’re off: A look at Kentucky Derby 149 (lpm.org)
[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: John Sutton Jr. sits with his grandson Brandon]
[image: ]


[image: ]

image6.png
“Then you had to stand in four, five different lines to get your bet in,” Sutton said.

The renovations and updated technology haven't taken away from Sutton’s enjoyment
of the experience.

“I really don't do anything else, I've become a shut-in almost and | look forward to
coming here,” Sutton said. “My goal is to come next year to the 150th anniversary.”
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Horse racing fans began filling Churchill Downs early
Saturday morning in anticipation of the most exciting
two minutes.
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John Sutton Jr. attended his first Kentucky Derby when he was 8 years old. That was in
1940, and he hasn’t missed one since.

That makes Derby 149 his 84th consecutive year attending the race.
Something about horse racing stuck with Sutton after his first Derby.

“I didn't like concerts. | didn't play golf and those kinds of things. | just took a liking to it
as a child,” Sutton said.
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His first Derby was a memorable one for many reasons.
“It was very cold and we spent most of the time in the men's room,” Sutton said.

He remembers people running to the paddock area and it growing crowded with people
trying to escape the cold. He said it's the worst weather he’s experienced in Derby.

He also remembers the bet his father placed on Gallahadion.

“My father picked the winner and it beat the odds on favorite,” Sutton said. And that's
what got him hooked.

Year after year Sutton returned to Churchill Downs for the Run for the Roses. He got to
see Secretariat make his record-setting run in 1973.

“It just so happened that our position was at the mouth of the tunnel and Secretariat
stopped right in front of us,” Sutton said. “He was a beautiful chestnut colt, shone like a
new penny and we were just as kind of astounded at his alertness.”

By attending so many Derby races, Sutton has been able to see the changes at the track
happen firsthand. With the renovations, Sutton said he hardly knows where at the track
he is anymore.

But the biggest change has been in betting, from the cardboard ticket system to the
current electronic one.




