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[image: Dedicated: Churchill Downs is inviting John Sutton Jr, 84, to attend the Kentucky Derby as their special guest on May 2, since he has attended every race for the past 76 years ]
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[image: Among the masses: Above, a view of the crowds at Churchill Downs on the day of the 1940 race ]
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[image: Living history: Sutton has collected a program from every Kentucky Derby he has attended and keeps them in a binder at home. Above, some of the early years ]
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[image: Through the years: The Derby programs got more and more colorful over the years ]
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[image: Keepsakes: In addition to programs, Sutton has Kentucky Derby glasses stretching back more than seven decades ]
Keepsakes: In addition to programs, Sutton has Kentucky Derby glasses stretching back more than seven decades
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[image: An eye for champions: Sutton won $600 dollars in 19567, when he bet on the winning horse Proud Clarion. Proud Clarion and jockey Bobby Ussery pictured above after placing first at Churchill Downs ]
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[image: Getting ready for the race: Sutton (left)  pictured above with his wife of 61 years, Doris (right)]
Getting ready for the race: Sutton (left)  pictured above with his wife of 61 years, Doris (right)

Sutton says he was just 8 years old in 1940 when his blacksmith father brought him to his first Kentucky Derby. 
'Once the race started, we would crash the gates, so to speak to get on the rail or wherever we could get,' Sutton recalled. 
That year, Sutton and his father decided to bet on the horse Gallahadion, instead of the favorite, Bimelech. 
And to their delight, Gallahadion pulled through to an unexpected victory that helped cement Sutton's love for the sport. 
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Every year since then, Sutton has attended the Kentucky Derby and has collected
each year's program since then, which he keeps in a binder at home.

He also has kept a collection of his tickets, Derby glasses from the more than seven
decades he has attended the race as well as pins and and other programs signed by
jockeys.

In his early years attending the Derby, Sutton says the day involved a bit of hard work
going around to each betting window to buy tickets for his parents, and picking
them up snacks for the main event on the way back.
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But he continues to come back year after year, placing his bets by averaging the past
performances of the horses competing.

That method won him one of his biggest prizes in 1967, when the then 35-year-old
Sutton placed his money on winning horse Proud Clarion and got $600 in return.

'There's nothing like having a winning ticket,' he said, 'You just all of a sudden get
smarter you know.'
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Louisville man to attend 76th consecutive Kentucky
Derhy
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Louisville man to attend 76th consecutive Kentucky Derby

By Connie Leonard | April 22, 2015 at 4:17 AM EDT - Updated July 25 at 1:15 PM

LOUISVILLE, KY (WAVE) - On the first Saturday in
May, a Louisville man will attend his 76th
consecutive Kentucky Derby as a special guest of
Churchill Downs.

John Sutton's love for racing is as strong today as it
was back in 1940, when he attended his first of many
Kentucky Derbies to come with his father, John
Sutton Sr.
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"Once the race started,” John Sutton remembered,

"we would crash t!

e gates, so to speak to get on the

rail or wherever we could get."

[MORE: WAVE 3

ews Digital Derby Guide]

It's a family tradition that began when John Sutton
was just 8 years old. The grandson of a blacksmith,

he helped his dad

ick 1940 winner Gallahadion, a

horse ignored by bettors.

"We had beaten the big odds on favorite," he said of

win over the 1940

avorite Bimelech.
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After that, he was hooked.

< Ads by Google

Stop seeing this ad

Why this ad? >

"I wouldn't study none of my books," John Sutton
said with a laugh.

Instead he studied the racing form. At age 12 he was
areal handicapper.

John and Doris Sutton (Source: WAVE 3 News)

His love for the game fueled a love for collecting. He

has every single program since 1940.
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He pointed out, "It was 10 cents then."
The programs were much slimmer than today's large size, John Sutton liked that they fit in your pocket.

He put together a book of stats of every contender since 1940. He also has Derby glasses from the 1940s
on and a few Derby programs signed by every jockey. And somehow, at age 8 he started saving the tickets,
both paper and cardboard.

He said every bet meant he had to go to a different window - and as his parents runner it was a chore.
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"To go cash a ticket, then get a ticket and go to several windows because everybody wanted something
different," he said, " and get me a hot dog and coke on the way back!"

All that work paid off, as John Sutton based winning bets around mathematics, he averaged past
performances.

"Once we get done with our calculations, we flip a coin,” he joked.
John Sutton's biggest early money came in 1967 when he took home $600 on Proud Clarion.
"There's nothing like having a winning ticket," he said, "you just all of a sudden get smarter you know."

His best bet of all time? His proposal to his wife of 61 years, Doris Sutton, who has put up with his
collecting for six decades.

She said, "As things started to appear in the house, I thought 'oh, he's serious!"
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Doris Sutton admitted she was as impressed as we are in the collection. His collection includes every
Triple Crown winning ticket and corresponding program from the Derby, Preakness and Belmont for
Secretariat, Seattle Slew and Affirmed.

It's hard to say what the collection is worth, but to John Sutton and his family, it's priceless.
Churchill Downs Board Chair Robert Evans has invited Mr. Sutton to this year's Derby.

Now, at 84, he hopes his seat is somewhere close to the Paddock as it's tradition for him to check out the
horses before each race.

Copyright 2015 WAVE 3 News. All rights reserved.
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Meet the horse-racing superfan who
has attended every single Kentucky
Derby for the last 76 YEARS

« John Sutton Jr was just 8 years old in 1940, when his blacksmith father took him
to his first Kentucky Derby

« The 84-year-old Louisville native hasn't missed a race since, and has amassed an
impressive collection of memorabilia over the past 76 races

« Churchill Downs, the racing grounds that hosts the competition, has invited
Sutton to watch the event for free as a special guest on May 2
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John Sutton Jr has spent the first Saturday of May the same way since he was 8 years
old - on the sidelines of the Kentucky Derby.

To commemorate his dedication to horse racing, Churchill Downs - the track that
hosts the race every year - is inviting the 84-year-old man to attend his 76th-straight
Kentucky Derby as their special guest on May 2.

This week, Sutton invited a reporter from WAVE 3 into the Louisville home he shares
with his wife of 61 years Doris, where she spoke about his very first Derby and
showed off his impressive collection of racing memorabilia.
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